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US social media giant Reddit has
failed in its bid to stop a Singapore-
based blockchain firm from regis-
tering the trademark “Reddio”
here, after a tribunal found that the
two names are not similar enough
to confuse consumers.
In adecision releasedonMarch5,

an adjudicator from the Intellectual
Property Office of Singapore dis-
missed Reddit’s opposition to the
trademark application filed by
Reddio, allowing the company to
proceed with registering its mark.
Reddio, which was incorporated

in Singapore in November 2021,
provides services aimed at helping
developers build blockchain appli-

cations, including tools that allow
the deployment of smart contracts
and the creation of digital assets
such as non-fungible tokens.
Reddit had opposed the applica-

tionon the grounds that theReddio
mark was too similar to its own
trademarks and could cause confu-
sion among consumers.
The US firm, which operates a

popular online platform made for
thousands of user-created com-
munities known as subreddits, ar-
gued that the competing mark in-
fringed several of its registered
trademarks, including the word
“Reddit” and its alien-head device
logo.
But adjudicator Sim Junhui found

that, taken as a whole, the marks
were “more different than similar”.
While the two words share most

of the same letters, the adjudicator

said “the marks have (only) a mod-
erate level of visual similarity”, not-
ing that the final letters differ and
that the marks create different
overall impressions.

The decision also found that the
names sound different when spo-
ken. “Reddit” is typically pro-
nounced with two syllables, while
“Reddio” would likely be spoken
with three.
Conceptually, the marks were al-

so found to convey different ideas.
Reddit’s branding was described

as evoking a playful alien-like char-
acter associated with online com-
munities, while the Reddio mark,
which includes a stylised device re-
sembling a radio or robot face, sug-
gested a more technical or func-
tional form of communication.
As a result, the adjudicator con-

cluded that themarkswere dissim-
ilar overall and unlikely to confuse
the average consumer.
Although the tribunal accepted

that the companies’ services had
some overlap in the broad field of

computer technology, it found that
Reddio users would likely be so-
phisticated developers or program-
mers who would exercise care
when choosing such services.
Given the specialised nature of

blockchain and software develop-
ment tools, the likelihood that such
users would mistakenly believe the
services came from the same
source was low, the adjudicator
said.
“Therefore, I am of the view that

the likelihood of confusion, even
considering the similarities of the
services in the application mark
and the Reddit marks, is low,” the
adjudicator said.
Reddit had also argued that its

brandwaswell known in Singapore
and that allowing the Reddio mark
could damage its interests.
But the adjudicator said the evi-

dence provided did not sufficiently
show that Reddit’s trademarks
were well known here at the rele-
vant time in 2021 when Reddio ap-
plied for the mark.
While Reddit’s platform is acces-

sible globally and includes com-
munities discussing Singapore, the
decision said the company had not
shown enough evidence linking its
brand recognition specifically to
Singapore users.
Having dismissed all grounds of

opposition, the adjudicator ruled
that the trademark application can
proceed to registration.
Reddio was also awarded costs of

$11,726.50.
The Straits Times has contacted

Reddit on whether it plans to ap-
peal against the decision.
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SAN JOSE –Nvidia chief executive
Jensen Huang on March 17 said
the AI technology powerhouse is
restarting production of its high-
performance chips for clients in
China.
“We have received purchase or-

ders from many customers, and
we’re in the process of restarting
our manufacturing,” Mr Huang
told journalists at Nvidia’s annual
developers conference in San
Jose, California.
“Our supply chain is getting

fired up.”
The situation has changed from

two weeks ago, according to Mr
Huang.
A US commerce official in late

February said a high-end Nvidia
chip that can train and run artifi-
cial intelligence systems has not
yet been sold to Chinese compa-
nies despite softened export re-
strictions.
The H200 chip had until re-

cently been barred from sale in
China by Washington over na-
tional security concerns.
US President Donald Trump

said in December 2025 that he
had reached an agreement with
his Chinese counterpart Xi Jinp-
ing to ease the restrictions, a
move some lawmakers have
warned could help China’s mili-
tary.
When asked by the US House

Foreign Affairs Committee how
many H200 chips had been sold
to Chinese end-users, US Com-
merce Department export enfor-
cement official David Peters said:
“My understanding is that so far
none have been sold.”
The H200 deal – under which

the US government gets a 25 per
cent cut of sales – was confirmed
by the US Commerce Department
in January. But conditions im-
posedon their sale have reported-
ly made it difficult for shipments
to be approved.
“I think President Trumpwould

like us to compete worldwide and
not concede those markets un-
necessarily,” Mr Huang said.
Beijing is ramping up domestic

chip development and produc-
tion in a bid to rival the industry-
leading designs of California-
based Nvidia, the world’s most
valuable company.
Nvidia’s top-of-the-range chips,

the Blackwell and forthcoming
Rubin series, remain banned for
sale in China andwere not includ-
ed in the H200 agreement.
When asked about Nvidia’s de-

pendence on Taiwan-based chip
producer TSMC and the potential
forChina to “act on” that territory,
Mr Huang said: “My only hope is
thatwe can all work together, stay
at peace and look at the big pic-
ture.”
Mr Huang said a goal of the US

Commerce Secretary to have 40
per cent of US chipsmade domes-
tically will be “very challenging”
to achieve, given how fast de-
mand is growing. AFP

SEE OPINION • B4

Nvidia to
restart
production of
China-bound
chips

Chip technology firmAppliedAng-
strom Technology (AAT) launched
on March 18 a research and devel-
opment facility with the ability to
design, test and produce next-gen-
eration semiconductor manufac-
turing equipment.
Dr Richard Yang, AAT’s founder

and chief executive, told The
Straits Times that the facility will
target major semiconductor
players based in Singapore, such as
Micron and GlobalFoundries.
AAT specialises in manufactur-

ing at an atomic level of precision –
an advanced technology enabling
the production of more powerful
graphics processing units, solid
state drives and high-bandwidth
memory chips.
Most chip manufacturers cur-

rently produce semiconductors at a
lower nano-level of precision, with
Taiwan’s TSMC starting mass pro-
duction of its “most advanced”
2-nanometre chips in the fourth
quarter of 2025.
Dr Yang said: “We are building

the equipment to enable chipmak-
ers. Theywill be able tomake chips
needed for AI data centres. If you
think about a data centre, you need
to packmore transistors into a lim-
ited space, so you need to have the
precision.”
Modern semiconductors contain

tens to hundreds of billions of tran-
sistors which control the flow of
electrical signals, allowing proc-
essing and storage.
AAT’s facility, known as the

Atomic Precision Innovation Cen-
ter, spans more than 10,000 sq ft,
including a cleanroom. Located in
Yishun, the facility has been oper-
ational since November 2025.
The firm declined to name its

customers but said its network of
clients, suppliers and partners are
located across Asia, Europe and
the United States.
Mr Philip Yeo, chairman of ven-

ture capital firm iGlobe Partners,
which invested in the facility, said
the R&D facility “strengthens Sin-
gapore’s position in the global AI
race”.
“Our investment in AAT is a test-

ament to the team’s leadership and
expertise in scaling the high-preci-

sion processes required to build
the hardware powering the next
frontiers of AI,” he said.
The facility is also supported by

Enterprise Singapore. Its assistant
managing director formanufactur-
ing Wong Zeng Yi said AAT’s site
“plays an important role in streng-
thening Singapore’s position as a
resilient and diversified semicon-
ductor supply chain hub”.
He added that it provides a “col-

laborative environment” for inno-

vators working to capture emerg-
ing opportunities in the global arti-
ficial intelligence supply chain.
Singapore accounts for around

20 per cent of global semiconduc-
tor equipment production. The
country also produces one in 10 of
the world’s chips.
At the debate on the Ministry of

Trade and Industry’s budget on
March 2, Dr Tan See Leng, Minis-
ter-in-charge of Energy and Sci-
ence & Technology, said some

$800 million will be channelled to
the Research, Innovation and En-
terprise (RIE) plan to establish the
RIE Flagship in Semiconductors.
The RIE plan, managed by the

National Research Foundation,
charts and supports the country’s
five-year strategy to strengthen its
research capabilities.
The flagship will focus on areas

such as advanced packaging and
advanced photonics, which boost
chip performance while cutting
power use.
DrYangbelieves that theworld is

on the frontier of physical AI,
where the technology is embodied
in physical hardware. Agentic AI,
which iswidely used by businesses
and individuals, operates in a dig-
ital environment through plat-
forms like ChatGPT.
“I think our equipment develop-

ment in the physical AI fieldwill be
more nimble than big players’ be-
cause we are able to design from
the ground up (in one facility),” he
said.
Meanwhile, Swiss industrial

equipment manufacturer Endress-
+Hauser opened a technological
and calibration hub in Singapore
on March 18. The facility in Jurong
supports product calibration and
will host a process training unit
and interactive technology dem-
onstrations.
The company said the hub “sup-

ports closer collaboration with
customers throughout the life cy-
cle of their processes, strengthen-
ing Endress+Hauser’s ability to ad-
dress practical, industry-specific
challenges across Singapore and
South-east Asia”.
Singapore managing director Ri-

chard Yu said the company will
“work closer with customers and
turn real-world application chal-
lenges into practical solutions”.
Endress+Hauser established a

presence in Singapore in 1989 and
has around 100 employees in the
Republic.
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(From left) Mr Ted Taylor, adviser, Applied Angstrom Technology; Dr Richard Yang, founder and CEO, Applied Angstrom Technology; Mr Philip Yeo, chairman of venture capital firm iGlobe Partners; and Mr Wong
Zeng Yi, assistant managing director for manufacturing at Enterprise Singapore, at the launch of the Atomic Precision Innovation Center on March 18. PHOTOS: APPLIED ANGSTROM TECHNOLOGY

Dr Richard Yang giving a tour of the cleanroomat the Atomic Precision Innovation
Center, which spans more than 10,000 sq ft. Located in Yishun, the facility has
been operational since November 2025.


